Davie-Stokes-Surry Regional Committee Meeting

Minutes

3-19-14

The first formal meeting of the Davie-Stokes-Surry Regional Committee was held at the YVEDDI office in Boonville at 1:00 PM. 

Those present were: Susan Cockerham (Shepherd’s House), Linda Trivette (Surry DV), Melissa Hanks (Yadkin DV/SA), Tasha Gordon (Surry DV/SA), Adam Medwin (Davie CSBG), Mary Owens (CSBG Director), Susie Branch (Surry DSS), Michele Steele (Partners BHC/SHAHC), Nick Setser (Fifth Street Ministries), Michelle Knapp (Fifth Street Ministries), Elisha Harris (Stokes/Surry CSBG), Beth Brown (Surry CSBG), and Jane Motsinger (ECHO Ministry/The Ark).

Jane Motsinger, Regional Lead for the committee, called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and asked participants to introduce themselves. She then gave an explanation of the purpose and role of the Regional Committee and described her responsibilities as Regional Lead for the Committee.

We then received updates from the following agencies that have grants funded by either the HUD Continuum of Care or the Emergency Solutions Grant:

Michelle Knapp and Nick Setser reported for Fifth Street Ministries, which receives ESG funding for Rapid Rehousing and Shelter Operations. The Rapid Rehousing program is available for homeless families with children from Davie-Iredell-Stokes-Surry-Yadkin counties (DISSY), who are either literally homeless or fleeing domestic violence. There are currently eleven families in the program, and one new family has just recently been admitted to the program. Applications are encouraged and needed. Three families have left the program since it began in January of 2013: one family left the program voluntarily, one family graduated, and one family was terminated for failing to remain compliant with case management. Nick reported that, as case manager, maintaining communication with participants is very difficult, due to disconnected cell phones, and Michelle stated that participants are in dire need of money management classes. Mary Owens suggested that they ask a local bank to provide financial literacy classes for participants.  Michelle reported that they have not yet received any reimbursement from the state for Rapid Rehousing or Shelter operations (approximately $50,000) since the grant contact was signed last fall. This is putting a financial strain on Fifth Street Ministries.

Jane Motsinger reported for ECHO Ministry/The Ark, which serves homeless families with children, single women, and married couple without children. No DV. The Ark receives $10,667.00 in ESG funds for shelter operations. The Ark is currently full with four families and ten single women (25 people total). The Ark has not received reimbursement from the state either, but is not yet experiencing financial strain due to the delay.

Michele Steele reported for the Surry Homeless and Affordable Housing Coalition (SHAHC), which receives approximately $105,000 from the HUD Continuum of Care to provide 12 units of permanent supportive housing in Surry County for literally homeless people with disabilities. All twelve units are currently filled, but SHAHC always welcomes applications, which are considered in order of the date of receipt. SHAHC also has three transitional houses which serve homeless families without disabilities, and all units are occupied at this time. She reported that Partners BHC has HUD grants to serve 18 homeless people with disabilities; participants must be referred by a mental health service provider and be receiving mental health treatment. She also mentioned Pathways, which is a six bed transitional housing program in Yadkin County for homeless, disabled single men.

We heard program updates from the other agencies present:

Susan Cockerham reported that The Shepherd’s House in Mt. Airy serves homeless families with children, single women, and married couples without children. No DV. There is currently space for one single woman.

Linda Trivette reported that Surry/Yadkin DV has used the Rapid Rehousing program through the YVEDDI CSBG program to place women fleeing DV. There is currently a movement in Yadkin County to establish a DV shelter.

Mary Owens reported that participants served by the CSBG program can receive financial assistance for rent, power, water, and other bills through the CSBG program.

Jane then asked the group to consider taking the necessary steps to form a three county regional committee. 

1) Establish committee leadership: In January Jane was elected Regional Lead of the Surry County Regional Committee, and she offered to fulfill that term as Regional Lead of the D-S-S Committee. Everyone agreed that was acceptable. Jane asked for a volunteer to be secretary and keep minutes of the meeting. Hearing no response, the election of a secretary was tabled until the next meeting.

2) Identify and recruit more stakeholders to attend meetings: The following stakeholders were identified and will be contacted: Homeless liaisons at the schools, DSS, Salvation Army, United Funds/Ways, County representative for DV, SCAN, Pathways, My Father’s House, Habitat for Humanity, Grace Clinic, Surry Medical Ministry, Tri-County Christian Crisis Ministry, Foothills Food Pantry, HOPE Homes, banks, Vocational Rehab, IDA programs (where are they?), Veterans Affairs and agencies receiving SSVF funds, God’s Helping Hand, Surry Baptist Association, Ministerial associations, the Catholic Church in Boonville (food pantry and access to Hispanic population).

3) Decide when and where to meet: By consensus, it was agreed to meet bi-monthly on the first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 PM at the YVEDDI office in Boonville. If we need to meet in off-months, we can convene additional meetings. 

4) Set a date for the next meeting: The next meeting will be Wednesday, May 7th at 1:00 PM at the YVEDDI Boonville office. We will elect a Secretary at that meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jane Motsinger
