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AHRMM Meeting Minutes
May 16, 2017

First United Methodist Church Bynum Building-Rockingham, NC
Attendees:  Donna McCormick-Sandhills Center MCO, Kam A. McDonald-Anson County Schools, Susan Holmes-First In Families, Carol Brown-Brown’s Golden Care, Kelly Hutchinson-REFORM, Thomasina Wall-Anson County DSS, Teresa Cahoon and Lynn Garner-Baptist Children’s Home, Tawanda Bennett-Why Not Me Services, Sherri Allgood-True Worship Ministries, Nina Walker-Sandhills Community Action Program, Robbie and Kelly Rivers-Act of Kindness (Owners), Linda McPhatter-I.Innovation, Relena Hair-Monarch, John Young-Montgomery County DSS,  Kim Childers-Richmond County Schools, Casey Saunders-Moore County Schools, Steven Saunders-Century Link
Welcome and Introductions:

-The meeting was called to order by Donna McCormick at 9:45 due to everyone getting lost and having trouble finding the new location.  Introductions were made of everyone present.
-Susan Holmes is new to the group and will serve as the designee of First-In-Families since Beverly Davis left after the passing of her mother.

-Robbie and Kelly Rivers are also new to the group and the owners of AOK (Act of Kindness) Transportation Service.

Minutes:

-Carol Brown moved to approve the minutes and Nina Walker seconded.  It passed.  
Donna apologized for the location change due to the Airport Building being reserved.  Relena Hair announced that sometimes we may be able to meet at the Depot in Hamlet or the Chamber of Commerce.  Also, the Chamber of Commerce in Southern Pines is an option.  
Balance of State Steering Committee Update
No Report-No one was able to be on the call

Coordinated Assessment

-Nina Walker stated that Coordinated Assessment is a central way to do intake, assessments, and referrals for the homeless.  Nina passed out a package with instructions and a referral form attached.
-Donna McCormick stated that we have to get a better count of the homeless in our region.

-We need someone to take over and be the lead for this effort on the AHRMM Committee.  Donna explained what the duties are.

-Nina is willing to train and is still helping us with this.  

-Robbie Rivers inquired about the definition of homelessness as it relates to AHRMM.  Nina explained.  Robbie inquired about people who wander and do not have a permanent place to stay.  

-Tawanda Bennett volunteered to learn how to lead this effort.

-Donna will forward an email to the group and we should read the document as it pertains to expectations of our individual agencies and reply if we cannot do what is requested.

-Donna requested we go through the Emergency Response form to determine homelessness.  

-We have to compile the information for the Emergency Response form.

-Remember no names of clients because we do not want to violate HIPPA Laws.

-Send information to Donna and/or Nina.  They will send in to the state.  

-We need to get this information correct concerning this coalition (AHRMM). 


-John Young asked for suggestions for a family with 7 children who were recently evicted.

-Suggestions made were Family Promises at 910.944.7149 and Second Chance Homes.
-Kim Childers mentioned Place of Grace and Outreach for Jesus in Rockingham and inquired if anyone from those organizations attends AHRMM Meetings.

-Donna suggested we have a person who is experiencing homelessness and inquired if we think anyone would want to represent the population at our meetings.

-Donna passed information on a new template to Nina

-We need a Scorecard and a Project Review representative.  The State representative asks for a person to be on the call to score grants.  Donna has done it before and said they are helpful but you have to block out an hour of your time.  Carol also said they were helpful when she did it.

-Kelly Rivers volunteered to do the Project Review.

-Sherri Allgood volunteered to be the Scorecard rep.

Region 7
-Next meeting is August 3rd at 9:30am at Sandhills Community College in the Van Dusen Building.

-Lee, Harnett, Johnston, and Randolph Counties along with AHRMM comprise Region 7.  -This committee does the grants.  

Point-In-Time Count

-Donna has not heard any information on the PIT count and is concerned.

-2017 PIT Count was conducted on January 28th.  It always occurs on the last Wednesday in the month of January.
Grantee Reports

SCAP

-Permanent housing grant for 1 person and they have been stable for awhile. 
Friend to Friend

No report and no one present.  Friend to Friend is only required to report to the Regional Committee.  They have a grant.

Intent to apply for Grants

-Tawanda Bennett applied for a grant and had a phone call with 2 individuals at the state.

-Tawanda reported that the individuals said she was not eligible because she has not applied for ESG (Emergency Solutions Grant) grants before and that the funding is for established grantees.  She was advised to apply for smaller grants.  

-Tawanda inquired about smaller grants.

-ESG grants are 3 months out for reimbursement and the application is now difficult.

-There was discussion that the paperwork versus the money was not worth the work.

-SCAP applied for Rapid Rehousing but they have not had their phone call yet.  Rapid Rehousing is paying rent for 2 units in each county for several months or short-term depending on the family needs.  It is rental assistance only; case management will come from other sources.  Rapid Rehousing serves to get housing for families and help them to remain housed.  Anson, Richmond, Moore, Montgomery, and possibly Hoke Counties are included.

Old Business
Emergency Response Forms

-No Emergency Response forms have been turned in recently.
Membership Applications

-Offered to new attendees present.  

-Robbie and Kelly Rivers (AOK) and Susan Holmes requested one.

-Susan Holmes turned in a completed application to Donna at the end of the meeting.
New Business

Anson County Schools-Kam A. McDonald announced that there are 55 students who qualify for McKinney-Vento Services.  There is a District-wide Spring service project to raise funds for Relay for Life (Cancer).  The last day of School is June 7th.  The next School Health Advisory Committee Meeting (SHAC) is on June 5th at the Anson County Schools District Office at 11:00am.  
Monarch-Relena Hair reported that most services are in Richmond County.  She cannot open the Sandhills vacancy report but will email vacancy list to Donna to send out to the group later.  She anticipates a vacancy at Wiregrass apartments for those with mental health qualifications.  Carol Brown inquired about the applications process.  There is a vacancy in Moore County for IDD (Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities), severe and persistent mental health for site for those that qualify.  Intermediate Care Facility for those that need a higher level of care (ICF).

Montgomery County DSS-John Young reported that they are still hiring and just hired 3 more Child Protective Service workers.  They will hire a Protective Service Supervisor due to Sarah retiring on May 31st.  There will be an appreciation service for Foster Care.
Anson DSS-Thomasina Wall is looking to get an IDD placement at this time.  One Special Assistant (SA) slot left.  8 total: 6 full, 1 on reserve, 1 available.  They are getting lots of Adult Protective Services cases through DSS.  The Grace Senior Center has been a great help to her.  Social Worker II position will be posted soon for Daycare because the worker retired.  There are no crisis funds available. 
Sandhills Center-Donna McCormick announced that she placed 2 people at Abbington Grove Apartments and they gave rave reviews.  Abbington Grove in Wadesboro still has vacancies.  They are moving into a nice big office in Seven Lakes in mid-July to a cubicle farm, which is behind the building they are currently housed in.

-Goes to assisted living facilities that has individuals with Mental illness and no personal care need as primary diagnosis and finds independent housing for them.  Donna needs to know private landlords who are willing to rent to this population.  Clients are seeking Metro areas such as Guilford County.

True Worship Ministries-Sherri Allgood reported that they run a weekly clothing closet for anyone from 9a-3p.  Clothing is out for everyone on Thursdays.  Sherri just learned that there are 20 individuals from Haiti in the area.  They are working at Founders but living at the Days Inn.  She will take responsibility for finding help for them.

Why Not Me Services-Tawanda Bennett announced that she is counseling cash only clients for Substance Abuse and Mental Health: Co-Morbid Diagnoses at 910.975.1416 Cost is $100 for the initial diagnostic assessment.  Tawanda is seeking and needs construction workers at a reasonable price in the Montgomery County/Candor area.

Brown’s Golden Care-Carol Brown stated that she is linking people to services who are moving into the community again.  One client passed away.  Some clients have done well for 2 years living in the community.  She is a Nurse Practitioner and connects clients to Medicaid, medical equipment, physical and other therapies, mental health management, Certified Nurse Assistants, and personal care services.  Carol serves as the liaison to communities and facilities to have clients placed in higher levels of care such as skilled nursing placements.  Thomasina Wall has an Adult Protective Services case that is a conflict of interest and will call carol.

An Act of Kindness Adult Care Services, LLC-Robbie and Kelly Rivers, owners, announced that they serve Richmond, Moore, Lee, Scotland, Montgomery, and Anson Counties.  AOK is a private company.  They have wheel chair lift Vans and private cars.  They have operated for 3 years.  They do provide free transportation for those who in need because our population needs access to transportation to get to their healthcare appointments.  Special needs and stretcher transportation are available and they have the equipment to transport for any non-emergency need.  Operate 24/7 even on holidays.  Call owners at 910.322.5082.  AOK Office: 910.281.4347.  Accept cash payments or direct payments from facilities such as Nursing homes.  They provide accompanying transportation to facilities and will set up a monthly billing cycle for facilities/Medicaid payments.  

Carolina Elite Transportation-Steven Saunders, owner, hopes to transport children to their school of origin with his up and coming business which opens July 1st.

CenturyLink-Steven Saunders is a Territory Sales Representative.  CenturyLink internet basics can get internet for as low as 9.95.  Residents qualify by receiving public assistance, including students who get free and/or reduced lunch in Moore and Montgomery Counties.  There are “spots”/areas in Anson County, depending on which Phone Company owns the telephone lines.  Program is ending October 1st.  Call 919.758.9461.  They also have subsidized phones (unlimited long distance for $19.95).  
Moore County Schools-Casey Saunders reported 360 students who qualify for McKinney-Vento services.  School ends on June 9th.

Sandhills Community Action Program-Nina Walker announced that on April 15th, SCAP received applications from Moore, Richmond, and Montgomery counties.  The waiting list is now closed for the next 3 years.  The S.T.A.R.S. Self-Sufficiency program is still accepting applications to help low income families get above the poverty line.  

-Single family rehabilitation program is operating in Anson and Moore counties.  They do work on the homes of Senior citizens with low to moderate income (age 62 and up).  

Baptist Children’s Home-Teresa Cahoon stated that they have 2 rooms available for Moms with children.  Lynn Garner added that they have 2 families living there now.  The home can serve up to 38 single moms and their children.

Reform-Kelly Hutchinson is seeking resources for men, boys and girls in the programs.  REFORM had an expungement class planned in Durham but it was cancelled because there were too many applicants.  Kelly explained about REFORM and how they provide a mixture of therapeutic and fun activities.

First In Families-Susan Holmes is new to the group as the representative.  First-In-Families is a support agency that makes the best of state funding received for those who need it.

Richmond County Schools-Kim Childers reported 185 students who qualify for McKinney-Vento assistance.  She received a few more this morning.  The last day of school is June 8th.  Some churches will use their revival collections to help Richmond County Schools with families who are homeless and those students who are graduating and will attend college.
I.Innovations, Inc.-Linda McPhatter is working with Dee Vang.  Mr. Bostic is now a full time therapist with the group.  They have one Developmentally Delayed (DD) and one Menthal Health bed available in the Sanford area.  They are working with adults for now.  Call 704.690.1729 for Linda.  

Next meeting is June 20th in Southern Pines area
Adjournment: By Donna McCormick at 11:13am.  

Submitted by:


Kam A. McDonald, MSW, BSW
