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COMMUNITY ADVISORY NETWORK DEVELOPING ONSLOW

MINUTES

November 1, 2013


The Community Advisory Network Developing Onslow (CAN-DO) met at the Northwoods United Methodist Church on Friday, November 1, 2013. The meeting was called to order at 10:03 a.m. by CAN-DO Co-Chair Kristi Pitchford. Those in attendance were:  Amelia Grissett, Brian Fike, Carol Elan, Christy O’Daniel, Collis Niro, Craig Wagner, Cynthia Figueroa, Dan Joy, Deandra Stills, Gail Taylor, Jason Klein, Jennifer Colley, Jessica Coles, Jon Johnson, Kathleen Holbrook, Kelley Hamilton, Kristi Pitchford, Linda Graham, Lori Jeppe, Mike Fresia, Stephanie Charron, Steve Gills, Theo McClammy, Tina Gills, Trudy Murray, Wendy Monroe, Ursulla Ingram, and William Keller.  

Excused absences were received from:  Christa Gunderson, James Ross, Jeffrey Sessoms, Pamela Brown, and Rick Moser. 
INTRODUCTIONS

Introductions of members and guests were made. Steve and Tina Gills were representing the new Family Endeavors Program and taking back information to Program Director Barrett Kahl who was unable to attend today. Tina shared that she runs the Inside Out Clothing Program. It provides free clothing to female teens and women on the first and third Saturdays of each month in the modular building behind Tar Landing Baptist Church located on Richlands Highway.
REVIEW & APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF OCTOBER 4, 2013

Bill Keller made the motion to approve the October meeting minutes. Kelley Hamilton seconded the motion. The motion carried unopposed. 
FAMILY PROMISE PROGRAM

Cardboard Box City for the Homeless will be held tonight, rain or shine, at Trinity United Methodist Church. Kick-off is at 6:00 pm. CoastalCare, Pastor Rick Moser and the CAN-DO Co-Chairs will represent with decorated boxes. It costs $25.00 to sponsor a box. The proceeds will be used to support the Family Promise Program and in turn, provide a cash match for the Solutions for Stability Program.

PROGRAM UPDATES

SOLUTIONS FOR STABILTY: Susan Pridgen reported that the program is going strong with 18 families currently housed with 2 applications being processed. They are still receiving referrals.

ONSLOW COUNTY SCHOOLS: Jennifer Colley announced that 193 school-aged children have been identified as homeless since the beginning of the school year (8-27-13). This represents an increase of 48 children since the October CAN-DO meeting. The reasons for homeless status are as follows: 3 were displaced by fires; 4 were runaways; 47 were victims of children abuse/domestic violence; 25 were kicked out or abandoned; 49 experienced economic hardship; 54 were evicted or foreclosed upon; and 11 lived in condemned or unfit housing.
SHELTER PLUS CARE: Brian Fike announced that all 10 slots are currently filled and they are working on filling 4-5 additional slots. They are currently working with Supportive Services for Veteran Families. Brian further announced that he is holding Targeted Housing training at CoastalCare on December 4th to train community agencies to become referral sources.
SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES 

No news concerning the Strokes of Hope Art Fundraiser. A date has not yet been set.

Co-Chair Pitchford requested 6 volunteers to participate in the Point in Time Count Subcommittee. This subcommittee would be responsible for identifying places to advertise the PIT count and determine the locations to be counted. The PIT Count will be held January 29- 30, 2014. Those volunteering to serve on the subcommittee included Jon Johnson, Brian Fike, Carol Elan and Kathleen Holbrook.
Kelley Hamilton announced the Veterans Standdown will be held the week after the PIT Count on February 4th. In anticipation of this event, a Sock Drive started today requesting donations of brand new socks. Veteran organizations have been requested to donate bottled water. A storage unit was donated to store all of the items leading up to the Standdown. 

MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Kelley stated that the Cold Weather Giveaway to homeless veterans was a success and received good press. She added that a Veterans Job Fair will be held at the DAV Building located at 300 Sherwood Road on November 14 from 9am-2pm.

Family Endeavors is a brand new program funded by the VA to assist 300 homeless veterans and their families. Monies can be used for rent, deposits, rapid rehousing, preventive measures, etc. Barrett Kahl is the Program’s Director and his office is located at 120 Henderson Drive, Jacksonville.

Eastern Carolina Human Services Agency has received the same grant through the VA to assist 150 homeless and in need veterans in Onslow, Duplin and Pender Counties. The program is entitled Supportive Services for Veteran Families and is administered by Trudy Murray. They are currently accepting referrals and hopefully will be able to have use of the funds on November 15.  Please call 910-347-2151 to make a referral.
Theo McClammy announced that the Onslow Community Outreach Shelter served 32 unduplicated clients during October thanks to their increased capacity. They still had to turn away 18 clients from the shelter due to lack of space. 
At this point, CAN-DO broke for a presentation by NCCEH representative Corey Root from Raleigh.  She was accompanied by 2 staff members from DHHS: Amy Cole and Tammie Thompson-Eleanya.
BALANCE OF STATE PRESENTATION: Corey Root gave a 60 minute PowerPoint presentation concerning the roles and responsibility of the State Continuum of Care and the 27 Balance of State Regional Committees, of which CAN-DO is one. Susan Pridgen is our Regional Lead participating on all the BoS/Steering Committee calls with Linda Graham serving as the Alternate Regional Lead. Consult the PP that was sent out via email following the presentation for additional detail.
NOMINATION OF BALANCE OF STATE FUNDING COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES

Kathleen Holbrook announced that 2 representatives were needed from CAN-DO membership to serve on the Scorecard Committee and the Project Review Committee. Corey Root provided a brief overview of each committee’s responsiblities.

Gail Taylor self nominated to be the Scorecard Committee representative. Craig Wagner made the motion to accept her nomination which was seconded by Kristi Pitchford. All members were in favor thus the motion carried.

Brian Fike self nominated to be the Project Review Committee representative. The motion to accept his nomination was made by Craig Wagner and seconded for approval by Sarah McWhirter. The motion carried.
The next meeting of CAN-DO will be held Friday, December 6th at 8:00 am at Northwoods United Methodist Church. There will be 2 presentations next month: Key Program and Family Endeavors.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:50 am.
Respectfully Submitted,

Kelley Hamilton, CAN-DO Secretary
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